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Federal Bureau of huvestigation .

Huited $tates ppartinicit af Justice
Rumhinatan 25, Do,

August 14, 1551

... PERSONAL AND CONFIPENTIAL
‘ VIA LIAISCN

¥

General Walter Bedell Smith
Director -

Central Intelligence Agency
8430 ® Street, N. V.
Vashington, D. C.

Dear General Swmith:

"

Your agenocy Aas Previously been furnished tn}ornction
regarding the espionage activities of Julius Roeenlterg in 1348
in odtaining secret data relative to United States erperiments
on the nuclear energy propuleion of aircraft. I am enclosing
one copy of a memorandum wAich sets forth additioncl details
regarding this matter. '

Ccpies of this memorgndum are Peing rfurnished zc 3Rear
Admiral Sidney ¥. Souers, Specisl Consultant to the Presicent;
Honoralle James 3. Lay, Jr., Ezecutive Secretary, Nationcl
Security Councily The Attdrney Generel; Majfor General Ralph J.
Canine, Director, Armed Forces Security Agency; Major (Cene=ci
Joseph F. Carroll, Director of Special Investigations, The
Inspector General, USAF: Honorable sordoa E. Dean, Chairwan,
dtomic Emergy Cemmisstion; Directer, Nationsl Advtsory Committee
Jor Aeronautice; Assistant Chie? of Stassf, G-8, Department of
‘tvhc Army; and Director of Nevegl Intelltgence, Department of the
ALl e : o

With assuronces of my highest regarde,

Stncerely yours,

Enclosure
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Federel Buress of Investigation Avgust 14, 1951
Perecnsl and Cenfidential
oge 1Y .

A JULIUS ROSENDERG, ot ol

{ Following the pudlicity appearing in the press in -

. February, 1951, regarding the nxclear energy propslsion of

\ atreraft, David Greenglass recalled $hat on ome occasion ia

\ 1948 his brother-in-law, Julise Rosenberg, informed him that
the mathematics ,had Deen worked out Jor the production of an
atomic airplane engine. Oreemglass seid he pained the im-
presstion that Resenderg Aad deen In pessession of these

Lnathnattca.

In a recent retaterview David Oreenglass was able to
/farnuh the following additional details. KHe steted that

possidly in the Spring of 1948, dut more 1ikely tn September
or October, 1948, he was Aaviag a conversattos with Juliss
Rosenderg and FBernard Greenglass, Ats brother. During shts
c¢onversation Rosenderg mentioned that the nathenctios Aad all
been worked out for the comstruction of en atomic energy. A
- airplane motor. ILater, Oreenglase in private asked Resenbderg
-~ how he knew of the matter. Rosenbderg rzpltod that Ae Aad
learned about it from "one of his boys.” Oresmnglass guestioned
him cpout the possidility of the plane’s pilos recetviag
radiation bdurns. Rosenderg said #his Aed been solved by .
placing the pilot aad passengers far acwey Sfrom the shfelded
power plant., Bernard Greengless has stated he does not
recall any discussion of the matter.

In addition_ to the foregeing s confidenttal
informaat whose reliadility cennet de aecurotely sfudged, dut
who Aas Aad contact with Juliss Rosenberg, Aes stated that

7’}__ Rosenderg told Aim William Perl, Jformerly ‘an employee of the
s’ 7. { National Advisory Commtttee for Asrenaxstics in Cleveland, had
’ Jurnished hin with much valwadle information. Resenderg

8tated this included the plens for the use of “nuoleay Jission
to propel atr %/ e taformant stoted Rosenderg told
him"Perl wae a brillient maen in the Jteld of sevodynantiocs and

. that some gf the material furnished to -Rosenderg by Perl was
terrifio. : : ~
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o An investigation Ras tndioated that Rosenderg's
remarks must Aave concerned themselves with the Aighly
conftdential NEPA (Nuclear Emergy for the Propulsion of
Aircraft) project. It Mas been indioated shat the

. mathematices pertaining to sAe profect would prodadly refer
to the mathematice of the pover plant. Chepter III of the
so-called "Lc:tlgton Report”® which was dated Septemder 80,
1948, ﬁonccrncd power plants.” The metAematical analysis
of @ nuclear power plant appears in & supplemental report
entitled "Appendices to Chapter III - Power Plants, Nuclecr
Pover Flight,” which is sti1ll classified secret.

/

S : The investigation has reflected that Dr. Abreham
Silverstein, Perl's superior at NACA in Cleveland did have
in his possession a copy of the "Lexington Report” in the
Fall of 1948, Dr. Stlverstein Aas advised that Ae did not
allow Perl access to this repert.

} Neither Perl mor Rosenderg Aauve bDeen williang to :
dispuss the details of their espiomage activity wish Government
representatives. Perl was indicted for perjury on March 13;
1951, in the Southern District of New York and is presently
apgiting tricl. Rosenberg is umnder & sentence of death
inposed in Federal Court, Southers District of New York, on
April 5, 1951. He is presently incarcerated in the New York
Penitentiary at Ossining, New York.
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